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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Lonnie Drayer on October 28, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 12 and 13 have been cancelled. 

Claim 9 has been amended as follows: 

9 (amended) An airbag system comprising: 

An airbag housing; 

An airbag mounted to the airbag housing, and having an occupant facing portion 
which, when the airbag is inflated, faces an occupant position; 

a source of gas mounted to the airbag housing in gas supplying connection to the 
airbag to cause the airbag to inflate when a flow of gas is initiated; 

an electromagnetic wave transmitter fixedly mounted with respect to the airbag 
housing; 

an electromagnetic wave receiver fixedly mounted with respect to the airbag 
housing; 
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a reflector mounted to the occupant facing portion of tlie airbag so that when 
electromagnetic waves are transmitted by the transmitter toward the reflector, the 
electromagnetic waves are reflected toward the receiver; [and] 

a controller operably connected to the transmitter and receiver to calculate at 
least one displacement derivative with respect to the reflectorf: ! . wherein the controller 
is connected in controlling relation to a vent mounted to the airbag housing and 
operable, in response to a command from the controller, to allow an escape of oas from 
the airbao: and 

a means for detecting at least one stage of airbaa inflation, and ooerativelv 
connected to the vent to inhibit opening of the vent when the at least one stage of 
airbag inflation is detected. 

In claim 14, line 1, "13" has been changed to --9 — . 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sinnhuber et al. ('490) and Gray et al. are noted as being of 
particular interest. The other cited documents were considered during the parent 
application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth Han whose telephone number is 703-306-5956. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 703-308-2089. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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